A WOMAN"S PLACE

Throughout the Bible lives of many women are frankly portrayed which reflects the
diversity of humanity from the very creation of mankind. In Genesis 1:26,27; 2:18-24 the
full humanity of woman is described. She appeared as the counterpart and helper to man,
and coming from his innermost being holds an intimate relationship with him. Adam is a
collective term for mankind which includes woman. This is just as the Ruach describes the
feminine attributes of G-d. "Let us make man... and let them... "In the image of G-d created
He him, male and female created He them(Gen.1:26,27). Now evolutionists discredit the
Bible record of woman’s formation from the rib of man (Gen. 2:21-24), this passage
profoundly emphasizes the inseparable unity and fellowship of a woman’s life with that of
man’s. She is a helper, the compliment and necessary to complete man’s being. I love
Matthew Henry’s comment on the creation of Eve... "The woman was made of a rib out of
the side of Adam; not made out of his head to rule over him, nor out of his feet to be
trampled upon by him, but out of his side to be equal with him, under his arm to be
protected, and near his heart to be beloved." So we can see Eve was different from Adam in
sex and physical features only. Man and woman were endowed for equality and for mutual
interdependence. Let me say here that not all unions are truly G-d ordained. People get
married for various reasons and often times God’s guidance is not sought in choosing a
mate. Too often our immediate circumstances or feelings get in the way of where our spirits
should be in considering a life mate. I have seen this in my practice. I see some couples who
represent the echad relationship that YHVH sanctions and that is most desired. Then I meet
others who in one breath brag about being married for 40 or 50 years and as soon as the
spouse leaves the room the person tells me they would have left long ago if it had been
socially acceptable to do so. They have stayed in a miserable relationship playing a role
because they were taught that leaving under any circumstances other than physical beating
or adultery is wrong. While it is true that G-d wants us to find the perfect mate and remain
married to that person, He also made provision to leave under certain circumstances.

“Nhile the ancient world was predominantly a man’s world, women in Israel enjoyed a
unique status not experienced in other areas at the time. The Jews held to the revelation
given by Moshe concerning the worth and rightful position. The women were held in high
esteem, honor and affection. Israelite law was designed to protect a woman’s weakness,
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