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-~~~ Jewish tradition tells us that Jacob (forefather of the twelve tribes) saw the Temple in advance in his dream at Bethel. ]
%r seeing angels ascending and descending on a stairway, he says in Genesis 28:17, "This is none other than the
house of @& H¥kand in v. 19 renames the place Beth-El, House of @@which is a frequent biblical designation for
the Temple. As shown below, Jacob's raised head corresponds to an elevated Holy of Holies and his.‘pillow stone’ (v.
11) to the Even Shetiyah or "Foundation Stone" where Abraham had earlier bound Isaac—£22:9 -11). In other words, as
he slept — unbeknownst to him — his head and body prophetically became a model for the Temple which was built atop
Mt. Moriah. Today this site is called Haram al-Sharif by the Arabs, and theTemple Mount by Jews and others. -
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Why was Jacob given the dream at this time? Because, although he was fleeing the wrath of his brother Esau, he was
also on his way to Mesopotamia to find a wife and create a family, i.e., a “house,” as explained before. Isaac practically
ordered him to leave and start his own family (Gen. 28: 1, 2), he is told to go multiply and become an “assembly of peo-

ples,” v. 3. His two wives are later called the “builders” of the House of Israel (Ru. 4:11). Jacob, therefore, built a human
temple, a house of twelve tribes, and centuries later those twelve, with the aid of the hoenicians, built Solomon’s stone

temple which was called the ‘House of‘@: Hence, the dream concerns the building of these two hquses; o4 humant
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