
Shalom All,  

  

First off, as has already been said, there is No Place in Scriptures that 

states to search for Green Barley to begin the year. Aviv simply means 

"green ears" in other words it's spring time, you know the time when 

things starts turning green and growing. Things turning green does not 

determine when the year begins, and it does not State in Beresheeth 1:14 

the sun, moon, stars, and green barley :-)  
 

Now to Continue: 
  

How do we know when the New Year is to begin? In the past, we have 

kept the year by when the equinox was suppose to have occurred. But 

is this "exactly" correct? This is something that I have given much 

thought to lately, and I have  come to only one conclusion. Here are 

my thoughts: 
  

One thing we must remember, is that what most people in the secular 

world call "Equinox"  is never actually seen in the Scriptures. It never 

tells us when the day occurs which has "equal day and night" marks 

the beginning of the year. Even though this is how we have always 

observed it, as it is the only way that we could understand and grasp it 

at the time.  
  

Now with having said that, what is shown in Scripture?  
  

Shemoth 34:22 And you shall observe Chag Shavuot, of the bikkurim of 

the wheat harvest, and the chag of the ingathering- Sukkot at the turn of 

the year. 
  

Schmuel Bet 11: 1 And it came to pass, at the return of the year, at the 

time when melechim go forth to battle, that Dawid sent Yoav, and his 

avadim with him, and kol Yisrael; and they destroyed the children of 

Ammon, and besieged Ravah. But Dawid stayed still at Yahrushalayim. 

(also seen in Divre Hayamin Alef 20:1) 

  



Divre Hayamim Bet 36:10 And at the turn of the year, melech 

Nevuchadnetzar sent, and brought him to Bavel, with the valuable vessels 

of the Bayit of YHWH, and made Tzidqiyahu his brother melech over 

Yahudah and Yahrushalayim. 

  

Is the Turn of the Year, related to what they now call "equinox"? Yes, it is 

around the same time. But an individual can not verify the "equinox" 

themselves. We have had to rely on other secular scientists, weather, nasa, 

and other people to tell us when the equinox, the exact time of equal day 

and night, was going to occur on the roman calendar.  

  

We can not "see" equal day and night. But what we can see is the Turn of 

the Year, which does happen at, or very close to, what they call equinox. 

The Scriptural definition, must be something that one can see.  
  

What occurs at the "Turn of the Year" ? First we must understand that 

the sun only "rises directly in the east and sets directly in the west" 

Twice per year. But how can we see and perceive this ourselves?  

  

After the winter solstice, the sun's daily path across the sky, begins to 

turn and travel back north. It slowly moves north a little more each 

day, and takes several months before it gets close to rising directly east, 

and setting directly west.  
  

The day after the sun rises directly east and sets directly west, the sun 

continues it northward journey. What this causes, is a change in the 

direction shadows. This is something that anyone can see and watch 

on a daily bases. By watching the shadows, and knowing your 

directions, you can read the shadows just like a sundial, and anyone 

can read the "Turn of the Year" for themselves. 

  

  

Here is three diagrams to help put this into a visual perspective. I chose 

to do all three diagrams (for sake of design), as if you were only going 

out the same time everyday in the late afternoon to read the shadows. 



But you could, and I would suggest, to follow them through out the 

day, for several days as the turn of the year approaches.  

  

Since we are speaking of spring coming soon, this is the for the 

northern hemisphere right now, as Our Spring Turn of the Year, is the 

southern hemispheres Fall Turn of the Year.  

  

Before the spring Turn of the Year, the shadows will always point 

northward, since the sun in still in the southern skies: 
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Now as you close upon the turn of the year, the shadows will get 

closer to pointing east. Then on the day of the turn of the year, the sun 

will rise directly east, and set directly west. So the shadows in 

the afternoon will point directly east, as the sun in going down directly 

west: 
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Then once the Turn of the Year has passed, the shadows will begin to 

turn southward as the sun is now in the northern skies. Once this 

occurs, we know for certain that the Turn of the Year is Passed, and 

the Next Rosh Chodesh is Aviv of the New Year: 

 
  

The Turn of the Year, is now something that we can see ourselves. 

And again just like the months and days, we do not have to rely upon 

the secular world to tell us. Or for someone over is Israel to send us a 

telegram or carrier pigeon, to tell us when YHWHs Year begins. We 

can know it and read it for ourselves. Just like Noach on the Ark, and 

Moshe and Kol Yisrael in the Wilderness, we must also read the Sun 

and Moon, not just for part of YHWHs Times,   but for All of His 

Days, Weeks, Months, and Years.  

  

Rav Moshe said "....YHWH put the 2 witnesses for ALL THE 
WORLD TO OBEY HIM not only the Jews in Jerusalem. The sun 


